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Winnebago County   

Department of Parks and Recreation 
   

 June 24, 2019 

    
Gary E. Eake, President 

G. Earl Real Estate, Inc. 

947 Trillium Trail 

Oshkosh, Wisconsin 54904         

 

Dear Gary, 

 

I appreciate the opportunity to express to you the sentiment we share here at the Winnebago 

County Parks Department that there is a profound need for development of lodging and 

restaurant establishments here on the north side of Oshkosh.  The need for such accommodations 

has grown significantly over the past two decades as the County has invested a sizeable amount 

of resources into improving the facilities within both the Community Park and at the Exposition 

Center.  In conjunction with these investments there has been a pronounced increase in both the 

recreational and entertainment opportunities in this area and with the increase has come an influx 

of new users from not only the surrounding communities but throughout the state as well.     

 

The following information is intended to provide a profile of the types of events that the 

Exposition Center and the Community Park host that are noteworthy in that they consistently 

draw the number of vendors, spectators and support personnel for which it would be beneficial to 

have lodging and restaurant services made more readily available within the immediate area:     

 

 Sunnyview Exposition Center 

 

There are statewide trainings for law enforcement (officers, prison guards, 

office staff and etc.) on the local, state and regional level several times per year 

for a week at a time. Officers come from across the state to train and stay 

locally.  Emergency Management also holds an annual nationwide training that 

takes place over several days in May.  The amount of trainees varies but usually 

averages 50-100 with 6 to 10 trainers for the week. 

 

There are events at the expo all year which often goes overlooked.  Most hotels 

are looking for patrons during the winter months. We have annual events 

scheduled every weekend of January, February and March who have been 

coming back for decades.  Even those events that are local in nature need rooms 

for their vendors and those vendors want to be close to the venue.  There is one 

event that attracts both vendors and attendees from all over the Midwest who 

routinely book a block of rooms in Neenah or Appleton to be close to the venue. 

There is a definite need for dining as well as lodging.  



 

• Page  2 

 

With the new Sunnyview Stadium and its capacity of 33,000+ attendees the 

need will only increase as more concert and entertainment events are booked 

into the venue (see Attachments “A”, “B” & “C”).  This is in addition to other 

smaller events taking place at the expo such as regional horse shows and BMX 

events.  That said, the Winnebagoland BMX is in the running for a national 

meet and have been voted the best track in the state for the past 4 years which 

allows them to hold the state meet for those years each August.  

 

There are also private events that take place at the expo ie. weddings, birthday 

parties, sweet 16 (or 15) parties, small concerts, family reunions and 

graduations. These attract out of towners as well that will need a place to stay 

and closeness to the venue is top of mind.  

 

There are several institutions in close proximity that also would attract 

overnights - Parkview Health Center, Winnebago Mental Health, DACC, WRC, 

& OCI.  

 

Finally, the Sunnyview Exposition Center continues to be regarded as one of the 

top bid candidates in the running for being awarded the honor of hosting the 

Pyro-technics Guild Internationals (PGI) `21 Convention.  If awarded the Expo 

will accommodate a full week and a half of convention activities with three 

public fireworks shows occurring during that period in which thousands of 

people from throughout the region and state can be expected to attend.  A 

successful convention may also translate into a long-term Expo rental 

agreement whereby the site will host the PGI convention every third year.   
*Note – Announcement of the award of bid for the `21 site is expected in October. 

 

Community Park 
(A profile of the types of Community Park events and their estimated attendance 

numbers is included on Attachment “C”). 

 

In conclusion, I would like to reaffirm the point that there is a very real need emanating from the 

programming conducted at both the Exposition Center and from the Community Park for 

development of convenient lodging and restaurant services within the immediate area.  Again, 

there is a large volume of potential clientele being generated from the multitude of sports and 

entertainment events conducted at the two sites whose needs are not being met.     

 

I welcome any questions you might have concerning this topic and would be more than 

happy to assist you in acquiring additional background and support material if need be.     

 

Very truly yours, 

 
Robert Way 

Winnebago County Parks Director & 

Expo Manager 
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Oshkosh Convention & Visitors Bureau 
100 N. Main St., Ste. 112 

Oshkosh, WI 54901 
(920)303-9200 

VisitOshkosh.com 
 
 

December 10, 2018 

 

Gary E. Eake, President 

G. Earl Real Estate, Inc. 

947 Trillium Trail 

Oshkosh WI 54904 

 

Dear Gary: 

 

This is a letter of support on behalf of the Oshkosh Convention & Visitor’s Bureau for 

proposed hotel construction in Oshkosh.  We believe additional rooms that are necessary 

to continue to grow our destination.  

 

Oshkosh is fortunate to be home to numerous multi-day events with large attendance 

numbers that have helped us brand Oshkosh as Event City.  Events like: AirVenture, 

Country USA, Rock USA, and Lifest bring hundreds of thousands of people to Oshkosh 

every year.  In addition, our organization works hard to continue to attract meetings, 

conferences and other large events that are year round.  We recently, though not public 

yet, booked the Pyrotechnics Guild International Conference in 2021, with the likelihood 

of hosting that event every 3 years.  That event is expected to sell-out our hotels for seven 

or more days.  In addition of this hotel will ensure that more of our visitors stay in 

Oshkosh and are not forced to stay in surrounding communities due to lack of rooms.  

 

In addition to our events, Oshkosh is home to many conferences and meetings that draw 

on a state and national level.  We launched a marketing campaign this month to focus on 



meetings, conferences & corporate travel, as well as a renewed focus on group tour 

business.  Another focus for our tourism staff is sports.  Oshkosh is home to the NBA G-

League, The Wisconsin Herd, the University of Wisconsin-Oshkosh and our staff works to 

bring in sporting events that range from fishing tournaments to BMX racing and 

everything in between.  These efforts, a thriving city, beautiful waterways for recreation 

and our strong corporate base (Oshkosh Corporation, Bemis, Hoffmaster, Silver Star 

Brands to name a few,) make a new hotel a perfect fit in our city.  Tourism and travel in 

Oshkosh continues to grow.  We need the support of hotel rooms to meet the needs of our 

destination. 

 

I would welcome the opportunity to meet or to answer any questions you might have. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
 
Amy Albright 
Oshkosh Convention & Visitor’s Bureau 
Executive Director 
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